CITY OF DEL MAR

SAN DIEGUITO LAGOON WETLAND
HABITAT MIGRATION ASSESSMENT

The San Dieguito Wetland Habitat Migration Assessment was developed
in response to the results from the Del Mar Vulnerability Assessment
Report, which showed significant vulnerabilities and risks to Del Mar,
including wetland habitat loss (ESA 2016). To address this issue, the City
developed a Wetland Habitat Migration Assessment, which serves as a
companion document to the Del Mar Community Plan, Adaptation Plan
and Local Coastal Program. The assessment evaluates habitat migration in
the San Dieguito Lagoon under varying levels of sea-level rise.
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Wetland vegetation establishes in different areas within the lagoon based on the
elevation of the area relative to the tides, as shown in the cross-section above. In
the future, sea-level rise will cause existing wetland habitats within the San
Dieguito Lagoon to be inundated more frequently. Too much inundation can kill
wetland plants, but if higher elevations are available, the vegetation can migrate
to higher elevations around the lagoon and upstream along the San Dieguito
River. If areas are not available for this migration, vegetated wetland habitats will
be “drowned out” and converted to intertidal mudflats and subtidal habitat.




