
City of Del Mar 
Staff Report  

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City Council Action: 
 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 
 
FROM: Mohsen Maali, Deputy Public Works Director  

Kristen M. Crane, Assistant City Manager 
Via Scott W. Huth, City Manager  

 
DATE:  August 5, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Adoption of a Resolution Establishing Camino del Mar Between Seaview 

Avenue and Luzon Avenue as an Undergrounding Project District to Utilize 
SDG&E Rule 20A Funding 

 
REQUESTED ACTION/RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the City Council conduct a public hearing and adopt the attached 
Resolution (Attachment A) designating a certain portion of Camino del Mar between 
Seaview Avenue and Luzon Avenue as an Undergrounding Project District. 
 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS: 
The City of Del Mar is actively planning to underground all utility poles citywide.  At the 
City Council meeting on April 15, 2019, staff presented a recommended plan to move 
forward.  While there was Council direction to further research several topics related to 
the overall program, there was Council support for the recommendation of the 
Undergrounding Project Advisory Committee (UPAC) to move forward with 
undergrounding several poles along Camino del Mar (CDM) designated as eligible to be 
paid for using Rule 20A funding. 
 
The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) has an established regulation, known 
as Rule 20, which pertains to undergrounding of utility poles.  Rule 20A projects are 
typically in areas of a community that are used most by the public and are completed by 
and paid for 100% by SDG&E. To qualify, the City Council must determine, after holding 
a public hearing on the subject, that undergrounding in the designated area is in the public 
interest for one or more of the following reasons: 
 

• Undergrounding will avoid or eliminate an unusually heavy concentration of 
overhead electric facilities. 

• The street, road, or right-of-way is extensively used by the public and carries a 
heavy volume of pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

• The street, road, or right-of-way adjoins or passes through a civic area, public 
recreation area, or an area of unusual scenic interest to the public. 

• The street, road, or right‑of‑way is considered an arterial street or major collector 
as defined in the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research General Plan 
Guidelines. 
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In order to form an underground utility district, Chapter 23.54 of the Del Mar Municipal 
Code requires a three-step process.  The first step was completed at the City Council 
meeting on July 15, 2019, when the City Council adopted a resolution calling for a public 
hearing to determine whether public health, safety or welfare requires undergrounding, 
with the City Clerk providing notice of the hearing to all affected property owners. The 
second required step is for the Council to hold a public hearing and adopt a resolution 
designating the area to be included in the district and determining that the removal of the 
aboveground facilities is necessary based on findings related to public health, safety or 
general welfare.   
 
As the third and final next step, the Council will be asked to establish a project schedule 
by resolution which identifies the date by which properties in an established 
undergrounding district must be ready to receive underground service and by which 
poles, overhead wires and associated overhead structures shall be removed. Once a 
district is formed, it becomes unlawful to construct or maintain aboveground facilities 
beyond the date established by the City for removal of such facilities.   
 
The proposed area for the Rule 20A project is approximately 250 feet along CDM between 
Seaview Avenue and Luzon Avenue (Attachment A, Exhibit A).  SDG&E has indicated 
that this work does not impact any property owners, i.e. there are no private service 
laterals involved.  Shortly after the receipt of the City’s Resolution to establish the 
undergrounding district, SDG&E will begin the project design, followed by conversion 
work and removal of poles, which could last approximately two years. 
 
The City’s annual allocation for Rule 20A funding from SDG&E is approximately $68,000, 
which may be advanced up to five years for an estimated total of $340,000.  This amount 
is not enough to complete all of the 20A-eligible areas within the City. However, it may 
fund the removal of approximately three poles along CDM. 
 
As a Rule 20A project, SDG&E will be responsible for 100% of the undergrounding 
conversion costs for the designated area, including design, construction, and coordination 
with the property owners.  Though there will be minimal direct costs to the City, there will 
be staff time required for project coordination with SDG&E.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
The staff time and minimal direct costs to the City associated with the Rule 20A work will 
be covered by funds already available in the Utility Undergrounding Project budget.  
 
NEXUS TO CITY COUNCIL GOALS AND PRIORITIES: 
The Undergrounding Project is a City Council priority project. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: 
The proposed action does not constitute a “project” under the California Environmental 
Quality Act, per the CEQA guideline definition. 
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PRIOR CITY COUNCIL REVIEW: 
The City Council has discussed the UP several times, most recently: 

• On April 15, 2019, when the City Council received a number of recommendations 
from the UPAC and directed the Project Team to return to City Council with 
additional information on the cost estimates and prioritization of the project areas. 

• On July 15, 2019, when City Council adopted a resolution calling for public hearing 
on the designation of the subject area and authorized staff to proceed with the 
work in coordination with SDG&E. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment A - Resolution Designating a Portion of Camino Del Mar as a Rule 20A   

Undergrounding Project District  
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RESOLUTION NO. 2019-__ 
 
 

 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DEL MAR, 
CALIFORNIA, ESTABLISHING AN UNDERGROUND UTILITY DISTRICT IN 
THE CITY OF DEL MAR, ON CAMINO DEL MAR (BETWEEN SEAVIEW 
AVENUE AND LUZON AVENUE) 

 
 WHEREAS, on July 15, 2019, the City Council of the City of Del Mar called for and 
provided notice of a public hearing to ascertain whether the public health, safety, or 
welfare requires the removal of poles, overhead wires and associated overhead 
structures, and the underground installation of wires and facilities for supplying electric, 
communication, or similar or associated service, within the certain area of the City as 
shown on Exhibit “A”, a map entitled “Camino del Mar Utility Undergrounding 20A District;” 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed underground utility district is proposed to be funded in 
whole or in part through funding under Tariff Rule 20 of the California Public Utilities 
Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, notice of such hearing has been given to all affected property owners 
as shown on the last equalized assessment roll and to all utilities concerned in the manner 
and for the time required by law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 5, 2019, the City Council of the City of Del Mar held a duly 
noticed public hearing, at which time all persons interested were given an opportunity to 
be heard and were heard. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Del 
Mar hereby finds and determines that the public health, safety, and welfare requires the 
removal of poles, overhead wires and associated structures, and underground installation 
of wires and facilities for supplying electric, communication and similar or associated 
services in the district as shown on the attached exhibit map and that, pursuant to Del 
Mar Municipal Code Chapter 23.54, the area described as Camino del Mar between 
Seaview Avenue and Luzon Avenue is hereby designated and declared an Underground 
Utility District of the City of Del Mar.  The boundaries of said district are delineated on 
Exhibit “A” and hereby incorporated as part of this Resolution.   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council does hereby order the removal 
of all poles, overhead wires and associated overhead structures, and the underground 
installation of wires and facilities for supplying electric, communication, and similar or 
associated service within the Underground Utility District.  The time within which property 
in said district must be ready to receive underground service and by which poles, 
overhead wires and associated overhead structures shall be removed shall be set by 
subsequent resolution, pursuant to Section 23.54.030 of the Municipal Code. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby directed to:  
 

1. Notify all affected property owners as shown on the last equalized 
assessment rolls, and all affected utilities, of the adoption of this Resolution 
within ten (10) days after the date of such adoption.   
 

2. Cause a certified copy of this Resolution to be recorded in the office of the 
County Recorder for the County of San Diego. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council hereby finds that the 

Underground Utility District herein created is in the general public interest and eligible for 
funding in whole or in part through funding under Tariff Rule 20 of the California Public 
Utilities Commission for the following reasons: 

 
1. The undergrounding to be accomplished will avoid or eliminate an unusually 

heavy concentration of overhead distribution facilities; 
 

2. The street, roads, or rights-of-way in the District are extensively used by the 
general public, and carry a heavy volume of pedestrians or vehicular traffic; 
and 

 
3. The said street, roads, or rights-of-way adjoin or pass through a civic area. 

 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Del Mar, at a Regular 
Meeting held on the 5th day of August 2019. 
 
 
             
      __________________________ 
      David Druker, Mayor 

City of Del Mar 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FROM: 
 
 
 
      
Leslie E.  Devaney, City Attorney  
City of Del Mar 
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ATTEST AND CERTIFICATION: 
 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
CITY OF DEL MAR 
 
 I, Ashley Jones, Administrative Services Director/City Clerk of the City of Del Mar, 
California, DO HEREBY CERTIFY, that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
Resolution 2019-__, adopted by the City Council of the City of Del Mar, California at a 
Regular Meeting held the 5th day of August 2019, by the following vote: 
 
 
AYES:   
NOES:  
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  
             
      _______________________________ 
      Ashley Jones, Administrative Services 

Director/City Clerk 
 
 
 
Exhibit “A”: Camino del Mar Utility Undergrounding 20A District 
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AddressLine1AddressLine2AddressLine3AddressLine4

2.99E+09 GOBAR NEAL J258 19TH STDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 ACHESON DANIEL M1923 SANTA FE AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 MURANO FAMILY TRUST 09-17-091625 HALSEY STREDLANDS CA 92373

2.99E+09 CIERI TONI MP O BOX 1051DEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 WAGNER SUSAN S REVOCABLE INTER VIVOS TRUST 02-23-891854 SEAVIEW AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 REJZEK TRUST 06-26-18867 CAMBRIA AVESANTA MARIA CA 93455

2.99E+09 MILICH BETSY FRAME SEPARATE PROPERTY TRUST 02-12-914758 KESWICK CTSAN DIEGO CA 92130

2.99E+09 SHELTON DONIPHAN B&PEGGY T1862 SEAVIEW AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 DUTTWEILER-FARRIS TRUST 11-14-03317 LUZON AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 CHIAPPETTA MICHAEL S329 LUZON AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 TSAKIRIS ALEX&JOHNSTON JONI1940 SEAVIEW AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 DAVIS ROBERT E TRP O BOX 20823PHOENIX AZ 85036

2.99E+09 COORDT FAMILY TRUST 03-16-00313 LUZON AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 HONEGGER ARTHUR L&CAROLYN B309 LUZON AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 MEREDITH FAMILY TRUST 01-22-161956 SEAVIEW AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 HEROLD JOSEPH C1970 SEAVIEW AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 ESTES LIVING DECEDENTS TRUST 12-05-801010 N FINANCE CENTER DR #200TUCSON AZ 85710

2.99E+09 HANEY JAMES M&MARY E FAMILY TRUST 09-30-98797 NORUMBEGA DRMONROVIA CA 91016

2.99E+09 KOHN 2009 TRUST 07-10-092923 SANDY POINTE #8DEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 BYRNE NELSON&JANICE TRUST 12-15-061725 GRAND AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 BECKER FAMILY TRUST 04-05-01140 RIVO ALTO CANALLONG BEACH CA 90803

2.99E+09 ROSEMAN JODYNE TRUST 05-21-931741 GRAND AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 MATTSON STACY LP O BOX 5490VACAVILLE CA 95696

2.99E+09 PRICE HERSHELL T&PAMELA S1757 GRAND AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 BARTANYI ROBERT BC/O ENDRE BARTANYI1321 STRATFORD CT 92014

2.99E+09 PRICE HERSHELL T TRUST 01-16-021844 CAMINO DEL MAR #25DEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 DEL MAR BEACH VILLAS LTDC/O HERSHELL T PRICE1844 CAMINO DEL MAR #25 92014

2.99E+09 PAVELKO TRUST 01-25-801661 LUNETA DRDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 COHEN FAMILY REVOCABLE TRUST 08-10-92C/O TIM COHEN16419 SLOAN DR 90049

2.99E+09 OSTASHCHENKO ALEKSANDR&SVETLANA6384 MONTEZ VILLA RDSAN DIEGO CA 92130

2.99E+09 HUMPHRIES/PADDEN REVOCABLE TRUST 02-25-861743 SEAVIEW AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 BARTANYI ENDRE LIVING TRUST 02-07-121768 SEAVIEW AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 MILLER HOWARD SEPARATE PROPERTY TRUST 02-10-931731 SEAVIEW AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 ANDERSON JEREMY8151 CAMINITO SANTALUZ SURSAN DIEGO CA 92127

2.99E+09 MONSEF JAY&TADJI1760 SEAVIEW AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 JOHNS FAMILY TRUST 01-31-011818 SEAVIEW AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 DOLIVA FAMILY SURVIVORS EXEMPT TRUST 04-07-875900 BROADWAY TEROAKLAND CA 94618

2.99E+09 SIMS SUSAN R IRREVOCABLE TRUST 05-05-11307 BELLAIRE STDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 LEVY SCOTT A&DELANE C1 SHAKESPEAR CTRANCHO MIRAGE CA 92270

2.99E+09 LEBENKOFF ETHEL REVOCABLE 2013 TRUST 06-12-131241 WESTVIEW DRBERKELEY CA 94705

2.99E+09 DURRA RICHARD TRUST 04-21-871832 SEAVIEW AVEDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 STEIN LIVING TRUST 10-16-901616 CAMINO DEL MARDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 VILLA LAUBERGE HOAPO BOX 4068CARLSBAD  CA 92008

2.99E+09 1650 CAMINO DEL MAR LLC1650 CAMINO DEL MARDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 CHIEN NOIR 22 L PC/O DONNA BURT212 BELLA CIMA DR 78734

2.99E+09 SIPE FAMILY TRUST 03-13-001630 LUNETA DRDEL MAR CA 92014



2.99E+09 WHEELOCK L P480 CAROLINA RDDEL MAR CA 92014

2.99E+09 WADIA MANECK S&HARRIET F FAMILY TRUST 01-23-871660 LUNETA DRDEL MAR CA 92014
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                                         CITY OF DEL MAR 

                                NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Monday, August 5, 2019, at 4:30 p.m., (or as soon 
thereafter as practicable) in the City of Del Mar Town Hall, 1050 Camino del Mar, Del 
Mar, California, the City Council will conduct a public hearing on the following: 

Ascertaining whether to designate a certain area of the City, 
generally described as Camino del Mar starting between Seaview 
Avenue and Luzon Avenue, as a utility undergrounding district 
subject to CPUC Rule 20A funding and in accordance with Section 
23.54.030  

Although it is not anticipated that any property within 300 feet radius will be directly 
impacted by this action, those desiring to be heard in favor of or in opposition to this 
item will be given an opportunity to do so during such hearing or by writing to the City 
Council at 1050 Camino del Mar, Del Mar, CA, 92014. Attention: Administrative 
Services Director/City Clerk. On any correspondence, please reference the hearing 
title and date. Materials related to this public hearing are available at City Hall, 1050 
Camino del Mar, Del Mar, California 92014, during normal business hours. 

Background Information 

The City of Del Mar is developing a plan to underground all overhead utilities and to 
remove the poles citywide. Information about the status of the City’s plan is available 
on the project web page at www.delmar.ca.us/up.  

A limited amount of utility wires/poles are eligible to be removed using Rule 20A funds 
through San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E), and the City is embarking on the necessary 
process to begin. Available Rule 20A funding for the City of Del Mar is very limited. 

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) has an established regulation, 
known as Rule 20, which pertains to undergrounding of utility poles.  Rule 20A projects 
are typically in areas of a community that are used most by the public and are completed 
by and paid for in full by SDG&E. To qualify, the City Council must determine after 
holding a public hearing on the subject, that undergrounding in the designated area is 
in the public interest for one or more of the following reasons: 



City of Del Mar 
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 Undergrounding will avoid or eliminate an unusually heavy concentration of 
overhead electric facilities. 

 The street, road, or right-of-way is extensively used by the public and carries a 
heavy volume of pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 

 The street, road, or right-of-way adjoins or passes through a civic area, public 
recreation area, or an area of unusual scenic interest to the public. 

 The street, road, or right‑of‑way is considered an arterial street or major 

collector as defined in the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research General 
Plan Guidelines. 

In order to form an underground utility district, Chapter 23.54 of the Del Mar Municipal 
Code requires a multi-step process.  The first step, was completed at the July 15th City 
Council meeting, when the City Council adopted a resolution calling for this public 
hearing to determine whether public health, safety or welfare requires undergrounding, 
with the City Clerk providing notice of the hearing to all affected property owners. 

This required action following the public hearing is the second step by which the City 
Council forms the undergrounding district by adoption of a resolution if it finds that the 
public health, safety or general welfare requires the removal of above-ground 
facilities.  Once a district is formed it becomes unlawful to construct or maintain above-
ground facilities beyond the date established by the City for removal of such facilities. 

The proposed area for the Rule 20A project is approximately 250 feet along Camino del 
Mar between Seaview Avenue and Luzon Avenue (Exhibit A).  SDG&E has indicated 
that this work does not impact any property owners, i.e. there are no private service 
laterals involved.  Shortly after the receipt of the City’s Resolution to establish the 
undergrounding district, SDG&E will begin the project design, followed by conversion 
work and removal of poles, which could last approximately two years. 

 
 
 
_____________________________________  July 23, 2019  
Ashley Jones, Administrative Services Director/  DATE 
City Clerk   
 
 
Attachments:  

 Exhibit A (Project Location) 

 Exhibit B (Resolution) 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2019-36 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DEL 
MAR, CALIFORNIA, SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER THE PUBLIC NECESSITY, HEALTH, 
SAFETY OR WELFARE REQUIRES THE FORMATION OF AN 
UNDERGROUND UTILITY DISTRICT ON CAMINO DEL MAR 
(BETWEEN SEAVIEW AVENUE AND LUZON AVENUE) 

 
 WHEREAS, prior to the creation of an underground utility district, the Del Mar City 
Council is required to hold a public hearing to ascertain whether the public health, safety, 
or welfare requires the removal of poles, overhead wires and associated overhead 
structures, and the underground installation of wires and facilities for supplying electric, 
communication, or similar or associated service, in any such district; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is proposed that an underground utility district be formed as shown 
on Exhibit “A”, a map entitled “Camino del Mar Utility Undergrounding 20A District - 
Project Location”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the proposed underground utility district is proposed to be funded in 
whole or in part through funding under Tariff Rule 20 of the California Public Utilities 
Commission. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of the City of Del Mar 
resolves as follows: 
 

1.   Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held on the 5th day of August, 
2019 beginning at the hour of 4:30 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the City of 
Del Mar, 1050 Camino del Mar, Del Mar, California, to ascertain whether the 
public health, safety, or welfare requires the removal of poles, overhead wires, 
and facilities to supply electric, communication and associated services in the 
district as shown on the attached exhibit map.   

 
2.   The City Clerk is hereby directed to notify all affected property owners as shown   

 on the last equalized assessment rolls, and all affected utilities, by mailing a  
 copy of this Resolution to such property owners and utilities concerned, at least   
 ten (10) days prior to the date set for said hearing. 

 
 PASSED APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Del Mar, 
California at a Regular Meeting held this 15th day of July 2019. 
 
             
      __________________________ 
      David Druker, Mayor 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
      
Leslie E.  Devaney, City Attorney  
City of Del Mar 
 
 
ATTEST AND CERTIFICATION: 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
CITY OF DEL MAR 
 
 I, ASHLEY JONES, Administrative Services Director/City Clerk of the City of Del 
Mar, California, DO HEREBY CERTIFY, that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
Resolution 2019-36, adopted by the City Council of the City of Del Mar, California at a 
Regular Meeting held the 15th day of July, 2019, by the following vote: 
 
 
AYES:  Mayor Druker, Deputy Mayor Haviland, Council Members Gaasterland,   

           and Parks  
 
NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: Council Member Worden 

             
      _______________________________ 
      Ashley Jones, Administrative Services 

Director/City Clerk  
City of Del Mar 
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